mans' steady advance from the west, of the Russians' 131
running away. Yet the Poles made no attempt to start
an insurrection. When orders were received from War-
saw that they were to keep quiet. Boy Scouts and Sokols
and other such organizations which might have done
something obeyed passively. The Poles were letting
themselves be mobilized. Soon it became clear, beyond
any doubt, that they would not support the Polish Le-
gions. It was the second great disappointment in Pil-
sudski's life. They must suffer then in the ranks of the
enemy army.
!N"or was Austrian Poland standing back of him. On
the sixteenth of August there was formed at Krakow a
Polish National Committee whose aim was to unite Rus-
sian Poland and Austrian Poland in the Austrian em-
pire. Grudgingly, because he had no other resource,
Pilsudski made use of this committee as the link be-
tween him and the Austrian authorities. Other groups
at Krakow were neutral; if they did not openly oppose
the Legions, they did not help.
Meanwhile another Polish Committee was formed,
this one at Warsaw, denying the right of the Krakow
men to speak for the Polish nation, protesting their
loyalty to the czar, and trying to form a Legion to fight
with Kussia.
It was the same old story—divided counsels among
the leaders who agreed completely as to their goal, but
disagreed as to the right method of reaching that goal.
The result was misunderstandings, political divisions,
personal bitterness. It was one more proof of the weak-
ness of the Polish nation, a tragic result of the Parti-
tions. Divided into three parts, governed separately
and always treated separately for so many decades,
people could not act together. When the crisis came, they
did not know which way to turn, which leader to follow.
Between these two committees stood Pilsudski.
Though he was associated with the Austrians, he was

